Guide for Home Worship
December 13, 2020

Opening Prayer

(select someone from your group to open your service in prayer)
Call to Worship

Isaiah 61:1-7 (ESV)

LEADER: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor;

CONGREGATION: He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to those who are bound;

LEADER: To proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort
all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion —

CONGREGATION: To give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.

ALL: Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their
lot; therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; they shall have everlasting joy.

Songs and Liturgy

(sing as a group and/or sing along to recorded versions)

COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

(Robert Robinson & Asahel Nettleton, 1757)

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, O to grace how great a debtor
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; Daily I’'m constrained to be!
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
Call for songs of loudest praise. Bind my wand’ring heart to thee.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
Sung by flaming tongues above; Prone to leave the God | love;
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Mount of Thy redeeming love. Seal it for thy courts above.
Here I raise mine “Ebenezer”; Oh that day when freed from sinning
Hither by Thy help | come; I shall see Thy lovely face
And | hope, by Thy good pleasure; Full arrayed in blood-washed linen
Safely to arrive at home. How I'll sing Thy sovereign grace
Jesus sought me when a stranger, Come, my Lord, no longer tarry
Wandering from the fold of God, Bring Thy promises to pass
He, to rescue me from danger, For I know Thy pow’r will keep me

Interposed His precious blood. Till ’'m home with Thee at last.
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 (ESV)

! There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide disputes by what his ears hear,

* but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

® Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,

and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.

" The cow and the bear shall graze;

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
® They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

101n that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.



HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US

(Stuart Townend)
How deep the Father’s love for us, Behold the man upon a cross,
How vast beyond all measure My sin upon His shoulders.
That He should give His only Son Ashamed | hear my mocking voice
To make a wretch His treasure. Call out among the scoffers.
How great the pain of searing loss. It was my sin that held Him there
The Father turns His face away Until it was accomplished,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One His dying breath has brought me life
Bring many sons to glory. I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything:

No gifts, no power, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ:
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer.

But this | know with all my heart:

His wounds have paid my ransom.
©1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI#1791178

O HOLY NIGHT
(Adolphe Adam, John S. Dwight, 1847)

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night when Christ was born,
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

Truly He taught us to love one another;

His law is love and His Gospel is peace.
Chains He shall break for the slave is our brother
And in His Name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy Name!
Christ is the Lord! O praise His hame forever!
His pow’r and glory ever more proclaim!

His pow’r and glory ever more proclaim!
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Advent Reading

(If you would like to follow along with the Advent Readings — with or without candles — you can do so by
reading the Advent Explanation and this week’s Advent Readings below. You may find an Advent wreath
diagram here.)

A Word of Explanation:

For many centuries Christians have used the Advent Wreath to remember and celebrate the coming of
Christ. The word advent simply means “coming” or “arrival”. With the Advent Wreath, we celebrate
not only the birth of Christ 2000 years ago, but also our rebirth in Him through faith. And we look
forward with anxious anticipation toward his Second Advent for us.

Week 3 Readings:
Isaiah 9:1-7

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of
the sea, along the Jordan-

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the
harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.

Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be
fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Candle Instructions (optional)
As you light the first and second purple candles and the third pink candle, say “This candle reminds us of
the promise of joy through the coming King, the Prince of Peace.”

Sing (a cappella)
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

(Latin Hymn, trans. John M. Neale. Music by Thomas Helmore)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
And ransom captive Israel, our spirits by Thine advent here;
That mourns in lonely exile here, O drive away the shades of night
Until the Son of God appear. and pierce the clouds and bring us light.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel! Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!
Shall come to thee, O Israel. Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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http://www.quecheechurch.org/home/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Candles-Diagram.png

Prayer Time

(You may have an open time of prayer or select someone to pray)
e Pray for our nation — that the good news of Jesus Christ would draw people to know God genuinely
and personally.
e Pray for those suffering from the ongoing spread of the coronavirus.
e Pray for those experiencing racial injustices; specifically, that God would bring hope,
reconciliation, and restoration through the good news of His Son.
e Pray for those in authority at every level in our country, that they would govern wisely and justly.

Listen to Sermon

“Walking with God: Learning from Mary”
preached by Pastor Ryan Bouton

Luke 1:26-45 (ESV)

2 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 2’ to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” % But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. ** And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. **And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. %2 He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 3 and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

3 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

% And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. % And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. *” For nothing will be impossible with God.” * And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

% In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, “°and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ' And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary,
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, “*and she exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! ** And why is this
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? * For behold, when the sound of your
greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. *° And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

Confession of Faith
adapted from the Heidelberg Catechism (1563) Question 61
LEADER: Christian, why do you say that you are righteous by faith alone?

CONGREGATION: Not that | am acceptable to God, on account of the worthiness of my faith;
But only because of the worthiness of Christ — His satisfaction, righteousness and holiness are
mine before the judgment seat of God;

And the only way that | can receive and apply that to myself is by faith alone—simply trusting God'’s
promise in Christ.



Song of Response
SILENT NIGHT

(Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber, 1818)

Silent night, Holy night,

All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, Holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born,
Christ, the Savior is born.

Silent night, Holy night.

Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.
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Benediction

(The leader or individual should read this aloud relishing in the confident assertion that Christ has

conquered.)
Luke 12:29-32

LEADER: Do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations
of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his
kingdom, and these things will be added to you. Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.

PEOPLE: Amen!
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